
Catch the
Wave

Ahoy 

There!!!!
Only two and one-half months to go before we 
see you all on the fabulous “Serenade of the 
Seas.”  What a great venue as we ‘Catch the 
Wave’ for the 2009 Convention at Sea.

Convention Training Sessions (Workshops)
There is still time to fill out your choices for the 

various training sessions scheduled. Just go to 
the website, and click on the workshops you want, 
or choose another option. Or, send request to the 
Program Chair at lindelu@shaw.ca.

Deadlines to Reserve the Hotel
The hotel has extended their deadline for 

convention prices to May 17. If you have trouble 
making reservations (or they state they are booked) 
please contact the hotel directly at (604) 278-1241 
during their business hours of 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM 
(Pacific Daylight Savings Time). I have been assured 
there are a few more rooms available.
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Deadline to Register for the Convention
We note there are still a few members who have 

booked for the cruise but have still not registered for 
the convention. Your region president has been sent 
a list of those not yet registered and your visiting 
International Representative will also be reminding 
you. Do get your registration in NOW or you may 
miss out of Training Sessions, Business Meetings 
and so much more!

Cruiseline Bookings
At this point you have received your invoice and 

have your reservation number, take the time to read 
it carefully and follow the directions to receive your 
SEAPASS which will get you onto the ship.  Do it 
NOW so you won’t forget. 

MORE NEWS COMING UP
Be sure to watch for the next Newsletter. It will 

give you details on just what will be happening 
on Saturday, Juy 18th beginning first thing in the 
morning—boarding information, what to do when 
you reach the ship, and tips to assist you on your 
first day.

“Catch the Wave”  to Dream, Explore, Discover!

Doris Ginther
POWERtalk Convention Coordinator
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It’s time to start planning and organizing in 
preparation for the 2009 Convention at Sea!  

The most important aspect of planning is to make sure 
that you have your proper travel documentation.  This information can be accessed at www.rccl.com.   Click on 
the“Before you Board” tab at the top.  

Please make sure that you comply with the check-in policy described on your invoice.  Final payments are 
now completed and members were emailed their on-line instructions.  Your booking number can be found on 
your invoice about half way down the page, just above a note asking to you to note this number for your online 
check in.

How Early Do You Need to Arrive?
Boarding will begin after the ship clears Immigration, typically between 11:00a.m. and 12 noon.  The ship 

will sail at 5:00 p.m.  Cruise check-in closes 90 minutes prior to sailing.  It is the passengers’ responsibility 
to arrive on time.  Guests who are arriving after check-in closes will not be permitted to board.  For security 
reasons, guests are not allowed to bring visitors on board Royal Caribbean ships in any port. 

Getting Acquainted with the Serenade of the Seas Cruiseship
For your planning convenience and orientation aboard the vessel, you can click on the button “Plan a 

Cruise” at the top of the RCCL homepage, Click “Ships” and scroll down to the Radiance Class of Ships to find 
“Serenade of the Seas.”  Take a virtual tour of the ship or click on “view Deck Plans.” Select your Deck and 
type in your cabin number.  Now you can take a 360-degree virtual tour of your room by clicking and holding 
the mouse button and moving it slightly to the left.  Or just see the image and view the room layout plan.  
Orienting yourself and finding out where the public places are in relation to your room will help you plan and 
navigate the ship more easily.  There are railings along the hallways. Comfortable footwear is always highly 
recommended!

Everyone is encouraged to explore the www.rccl.com website at your leisure as it contains so much 
information for first time as well as seasoned cruiser.  If you know of anyone who is not familiar or comfortable 
with computers, please assist them with their information.

Cruise NewsCruise News

Regarding the “Visit the Accreditation Desk at Convention” article that appeared on page 5 
in the last issue of Catch the Wave Newsletter (Issue #13), the editors apologize for some 
misinformation.  The last paragraph should have read:

 l Where is the Accreditation desk at Convention—and when is it open?
	 The accreditation desk will be next to the registration desk in the hotel.  On board the 

ship, it will be in the Convention Office in the Caspian Board Room.  The accreditation 
desk will be open when the office is open.  Hoping to see you there soon.

ACCREDITATION DESK INFORMATION UPDATE

http://www.rccl.com
http://www.rccl.com
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HANDS AROUND THE WORLD CHAIN

Add another dimension to your Convention Experience!

WANTED
HAWC Delegates to represent clubs not attending  CONVENTION.

It is in the interest of POWERtalk International that as many clubs as possible will be 
represented at the Business Meetings.
There is a difference between interest and commitment. When you’re interested in doing 
something, you do it only when it is convenient.  When you are committed, you accept no 
excuses; only results!

by Kenneth Blanchard

Please, join the HAWC Programme (see Resource Centre>Convention>Convention 2009).
For your convenience, information is available directly from:
	 Heleen Borleffs
	 HAWC Coordinator
	 E mail : hawc.powertalk@gmail.com

TRAVEL VISA REQUIREMENTS
The 2009 Catch the Wave Pre-Convention and Convention activities will embark from Vancouver, British Columbia, 
Canada. Upon reaching Alaska, if you choose to take a short excursion, you may need a visa to get back on the ship.  

Who will need a travel visa to enter Canada?  Members and guests from the following countries will need visas to 
enter Canada.
	 South America	 South Africa	 Malawi	 Jamaica	 Zimbabwe

For more information go to:  http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/visit/visas.asp

Who needs a travel visa to enter the USA?  If the purpose of your planned travel is recreational in nature, including 
tourism, amusement, visits with friends or relatives, rest, medical treatment, and activities of a fraternal, social, or 
service nature, then a visitor visa (B-2) would be the appropriate type of visa for your travel. If the purpose of your 
planned travel is to consult with business associates, travel for an educational, professional or business convention, or 
conference on specific dates, then a business (B-1) visitor visa would be the appropriate type of visa for your travel.

The USA has a Visa Waiver Program. The Visa Waiver Program (VWP) enables nationals of certain countries to 
travel to the United States for tourism or business for stays of 90 days or less without obtaining a visa, if certain 
requirements are met. Under the VWP, time spent in Canada, Mexico, and adjacent islands counts towards the 
maximum of 90 days stay allowed under the program. Applicants for visitor visas, or visa waivers should generally 
apply at the American Embassy or Consulate with jurisdiction over their place of permanent residence. Citizens of the 
following countries may qualify for the visa waiver program:
	 Iceland	 Norway	 Australia	 Ireland	 Austria
	 Italy	 Belgium	 Japan 	 France	 the Netherlands
	 Switzerland	 Germany	 New Zealand	 United Kingdom

For more information go to: http://travel.state.gov/visa/temp/types/types_2664.html

mailto:hawc.powertalk@gmail.com
http://travel.state.gov/visa/temp/types/types_2664.html
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PASSPORT REQUIREMENTS
Please take a minute to review the passport policy below. If you don’t already have a valid passport, 
be sure to avoid the rush and give yourself plenty of time to apply for one. Once you have a passport 
in hand, the whole world is yours to explore. 

U.S. Citizen Passport Requirement
The Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative (WHTI) when fully implemented on June 1, 2009, will require all travelers 

to and from Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean and Bermuda to present a valid passport or other approved document that 
establishes the bearer’s identity and citizenship in order to enter or reenter the United States.

Passport Requirements
A valid passport is a requirement for air travel to / from Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean and Bermuda
Effective June 1, 2009, only a valid passport (unless otherwise noted below) or other WHTI compliant document will 

be accepted for entry or re-entry into the United States. For a list of all approved documents visit: http://travel.state.gov/
travel/cbpmc/cbpmc_2223.html#compliant_document

U.S. citizens on closed-loop cruises (cruises that begin and end at the same port in the U.S.) will be able to enter or 
depart the country with proof of citizenship, such as a birth certificate and laminated government issued picture ID, 
denoting photo, name and date of birth.  A U.S. citizen under the age of 16 will be able to present either an original 
or a certified copy of his or her birth certificate, a Consular Report of Birth Abroad issues by DOS, or Certificate of 
Naturalization issued by U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services. 

Alien Registration Card (Green Card)
U.S. lawful permanent residents will continue to be able to use their Alien Registration Card (ARC) issued by the 

Department of Homeland Security or other valid evidence of permanent residence status to apply for entry to United 
States.

Card renewal is an important matter. ARC holders (United States permanent residents) with expired cards may be 
considered “out of status” and may be denied entry / reentry into the United States. If your ARC was issued over 10 years 
ago, you should check the expiration date printed on the front of the card. If your card is expired, or it is about to expire, 
you should renew your card before you sail. 

If you are holding an old edition ARC WITHOUT an expiration date, you will not be detained from entering the United 
States but U.S. Customs and Border Protection highly suggests that you apply for a new card before you sail. 

For additional information, visit: http://www.usimmigrationsupport.org/greencard_renewal.html

Sea Travel Only (before June 1, 2009)
For domestic travel which includes: the Bahamas, Bermuda, Canada, the Caribbean, and Mexico, a Passport (valid or 

expired), valid U.S. Passport Card or State or Provincial Enhanced Drivers License is highly recommended. 
In the absence of a Passport, U.S. Passport Card or State or Provincial Enhanced Drivers License (when available - this 

secure drivers license will denote identity and citizenship) or any other Department of Home Land Security approved 
Identification / Citizenship document(s), a birth certificate (original or certified copy), plus a laminated picture ID card 
including photo, name and date of birth issued by a federal, state, or local government agency is required. 

U.S. and Canadian citizen children ages 16 and under will be expected to present a birth certificate issued by a federal, 
state, provincial, county or municipal authority. 

http://www.usimmigrationsupport.org/greencard_renewal.html
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Note:
Baptismal papers and hospital certificates of birth are not acceptable.  A voter registration card or a Social Security 

Card is not considered to be proof of citizenship.
For U.S. Naturalized citizens, in the absence of a passport, Naturalization papers (either original or notarized copy) 

plus a laminated picture ID card issued by a federal, state, or local government agency is required. 

International Travel
A valid passport is required; visas are required where they apply. This includes Europe, Asia, Central and South 

America.
For additional passport information, visit www.travel.state.gov. 

Our Recommendation
Royal Caribbean International strongly recommends that all guests travel with a valid passport during their cruise. This 

greatly assists guests who may need to fly out of the United States to meet their ship at the next available port should they 
miss their scheduled embarkation in a U.S. port; guests entering the U.S. at the end of their cruise; and guests needing to 
fly to the U.S. before their cruise ends, because of medical, family, personal or business emergencies, missing a ship’s 
departure from a port of call, involuntary disembarkation from a ship due to misconduct, or other reasons.  
Guests who need to fly to the United States before their cruise ends will likely experience significant delays and 
complications related to booking airline tickets and entering the United States if they do not have a valid U.S. passport 
with them. For additional passport information visit www.travel.state.gov 

Non-U.S. Citizens
You will need a valid passport and, in some cases, a visa. If you live in the U.S., you will also need the original copy of 

your Alien Registration Card (ARC or “Green Card”) and any other documentation the countries on your itinerary require 
due to your alien status.

Canadian Landed Immigrants
All Canadian Landed Immigrants (inclusive of those who are citizens of the British Commonwealth countries) who 

reside in Canada must have valid passports and US visas. Also required is the original copy of your Permanent Resident 
Card (PR Card) formally the IMM 1000 or with respect to any country on the itinerary any other travel documentation 
required because of alien status. 

Visas
Please contact the Embassy (Consular Services) of each country on your sailing itinerary or the visa service of your 

choice for specific visa requirements, information, forms and fees for your nationality. 

VISA WAIVER PROGRAM
Citizens from the Visa Waiver Program countries of: Andorra, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brunel, Denmark, Finland, 

France, Germany, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Monaco, the Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Norway, Portugal, San Marino, Singapore, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom seeking to 
enter the United States will be required to have in their possession a machine readable, biometic passport with a digital 
photograph valid for the duration of the voyage.

A machine readable passport is one having an alpha-numeric code on the bottom of the picture page. Example:
P<<UKDOE<<JOHN<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<1234567890M1234567890M1234567890<1234567890

Click here for more information on the Visa Waiver Program.

Click here for more information on Passport and Visa Requirements. 

http://www.travel.state.gov/
http://www.travel.state.gov/
http://www.royalcaribbean.com/content/en_US/pdf/Visa_Waiver_06_10_08.pdf
http://www.royalcaribbean.com/content/en_US/pdf/Passport_and_Visa_Requirements.pdf

